
VILLAGE OF MYRNAM

PUBLIC HEARING
MINUTES

November 5, 2008
IN ATTENDANCE
Mayor Sosnowski

Cr. Yaremchuk

CAO Elsie Howanyk

22 Members of the Public

Missing: Cr. Dubelt

Mayor Sosnowski welcomed everyone at 7:00 P.M.  The intention of this Public Meeting is to give information as to where the Village is currently and get feedback on the future of Myrnam.

MAYOR SOSNOWSKI - 2 pumps at well bringing water into the village; in good condition.  A third pump, a bypass pump, was installed in case work needs to be completed in the Water Treatment Plant, water can still be delivered to the village from the reservoir.  In case of power failure there is still gravity flow pressure.  PVP pipes that were worn and cracked are replaced at the WTP. Fire pump is ready to go.  Divers will be coming this year to clean and inspect the interior of the reservoir for concrete pieces falling off the walls.  Water and sewer lines are in great condition when checked during water breaks; a sewer camera was down a few lines.  There were some problems with the sewer line past the Eagle View Lodge due to buildup of soap and grease; a letter was sent to the Foundation to install a trap; the Foundation stated they will install one during their renovations.  Both the Foreman and CAO have their Small Systems Water and Wastewater Certifications.  The Lodge will be starting renovations in 2 to 3 weeks; they will also be wired for a backup generator.  Land north of 49 Ave and south of the old tracks was offered and sold to the Village for $1.00; to be used as Parks initially.  Land north of the old tracks and south of 50 Ave that belongs to Alberta Transportation is being offered to the Village for around $37,000; the Village has applied for a loan through ACFA repayable over 5 years; therefore, we will have control over what happens to the lands.  A new fire hall was built mostly through insurance.  The old Palace Café has been demolished.  The village is hoping to acquire land west of the new fire hall.  The village had rezoned a few lots on 50th Ave from Commercial to Residential.  Myrnam belongs to FCSS, HUB, Northern Lights Library System, and AUMA; although we do not go to the Conventions as they are expensive we do get the information handed down to us.  The municipalities within the County of Two Hills get together through Joint Municipalities meetings to work together.  


Recently a C.O.P.S program is being developed; Mayor Sosnowski invited Jodi Bannister to speak on behalf of C.O.P.S.:  There was an information meeting on October 23, 2008 where Sgt. MacRae and Const. Johnson facilitated the meeting.  There will be another informational meeting later this month; it is anticipated that Const. Johnson will attend as well as a member of the Two Hills C.O.P.S so that they can answer the questions people have.  Jodi Bannister stressed that C.O.P.S is “Citizens On Patrol” and the members are the eyes and ears of the community; not to chase the “bad guys”.

Mayor invited Roxanne Pottle to speak on behalf of the Dove Society:

The Myrnam & District Dove Historical and Beautification Society was formed on August 25, 2008.  A meeting was held on October 25, 2008 where many items were discussed about what the historical and beautification plans were including fundraising ideas: Flowers or pebbles in the boulevards on Main Street; Banners on Main Street and maybe eventually Hwy 881; repair old planters and make new ones; Vintage truck loaded with flowers; Signs/Plaques of historical buildings and their owners; Transformation of the exterior of the old Theatre (mural on west wall, flowers on west side, movie lights); Concealing fence at the Dove Park with flowers and vines; a Yellow Brick Road leading to Elks Park; have a float in the Parade; put up 4 flags (Canada, Alberta, County and Village).  Fundraising ideas: Bingo on March 17th; Entertaining Fashion Show and Banquet; Annual Picnic in the Park with the concept of promoting Peace; the society is hoping to join the Ag. Society in some ventures.  Anyone interested in being part of the Society and making Myrnam a more beautiful place to live is invited to attend the next meeting held on November 13, 2008 at the Village Office at 7 P.M.

Mayor invited Brad Straty to speak about the Regional Emergency Management Agency:  Over the last year a Regional Emergency Management Agency was formed with the County and Town of Two Hills, and the Villages of Derwent, Myrnam and Willingdon.  This Agency will make a stronger environment.  The Village of Myrnam and Town of Two Hills have applied for a JEPP grant to upgrade the electrical system for the Emergency Operations Centres and Reception Centres.  In the event of a disaster the Elks Hall will serve as a Reception Centre for the Village of Myrnam.
COUNCILLOR
CAO Elsie Howanyk delivered Cr. Dubelt’s report as he was unable to attend this meeting:  The consensus of the 
Vermilion River Regional Water Committee is to form its own commission and draw water from the North Saskatchewan River by Elk Point.  This system is intended to cover 15 municipalities.  A sub-committee was formed to approach Ministers, M.L.A.’s and the Premier of the Province.  It is the hopes of the committee to start the project in 2009; the Village of Myrnam being part of phase 7 out of 10.  The total cost of $147,000; Myrnam’s forecasted cost is $1,082,000 over 11 years depending on usage and population.


Northern Lights Library System – all libraries have a new computer for the librarians to accommodate a new sophisticated library software program.  Librarians will be taking training up until the end of the year and libraries will be closed the first week of January to install the new software.  This program allows libraries to track and order books within 24 hours.  The Village of Derwent has now joined the NLLS.  The Village of Myrnam is looking to create a regional library board; anyone interested in being on a library board is to contact the Village Office.  Levy increase of 0.49 cents per capita for municipalities and their library boards and 0.98 cents for Board of Record Municipalities.

GAS STATION
Ziniewicz Enterprises Update:  25,000 litres (gasoline and diesel) tank, custom built, is completed. Being moved this week to get dispensing units on it; should be on site by the end of this week or towards next week.  Gas ($30,000 to fill) should be available to the public 30 to 45 days.
OTHER
Billboard meeting scheduled for tomorrow night has been postponed; Taras Saruk of Saruk Business Promotions has been admitted to the hospital.
FINANCIAL REVIEW


Bank Account
$54,000


Utility Revenue expected $8,777


Infrastructure Account
$272,000


Infrastructure grants expected $153,515


Term – Land Sales Account $9,113


Reserves – approximate $30,000


Equipment all in good running order and winter equipment ready to go.  Looking to replace backhoe in the next few years.

ROADS
Black Track Paving was to do all the work in one year (2006); only 47 Ave was completed in 2007.  In 2008 Black Track Paving was to do 50 Ave and 51 Street but there were many complications.  Black Track Paving backed out and Council decided to only pay Black Track Paving the original amount in his contract.  The project will be re-tendered through the winter and hopefully with lower oil prices the costs won’t be as much.
SIDEWALKS
Joint Municipalities may look at purchasing a curber at a shared cost of $100,000.  Council is looking at a major sidewalk project in 2009 in asphalt.

OPEN FORUM
Mayor Sosnowski invited anyone who had any questions to speak.


New subdivision – The Village has engineered drawings of the anticipated subdivision located on the northeast of the village.  The gentleman who was to bring the homes in has not shown much interest.  The subdivision that is located southeast of the village may be a problem developing as the Province has new regulations regarding setbacks to a lagoon.


Garbage bins – The Village has purchased the garbage bins and has put them at the lift station.  Regular pickup will continue as it was.  Bins were in behind the Village office at one time but have been abused.  The costs of picking up the bins in the Village are very costly and the truck will tear up our roads.


Gaytha Heighes stated the Senior Citizens Centre has applied for a grant through New Horizons to make wood banners with students.


Donna Rudolf stated the Village has tried on numerous occasions to contact Telus to put a mural on the east side of the building and to purchase or lease or maintain the piece of property beside the Dove Park for tables etc.  Telus has stated it is not their policy; therefore, Donna Rudolf suggested for everyone to contact Telus regarding this matter.

The roof at the front of the curling rink is being replaced as a joint venture between the Curling Club who received a grant for $5,000 and the Village.  It is costing us approximately $27,000.

GOALS/VISIONS
The public was invited to give some goals/visions for the future of the Village.  Only a few were brought up:


Walking trails or Iron Horse type trail


Renovate or build new RV Park


Build up dump station at arena


Need signs to RV park


Skateboard park


Hangout zone for kids (Friday nights) to have various activities


As there were no more suggestions Mayor Sosnowski thanked all who attended.


