Assessment Review Board Hearing

August 18th, 2008
Village of Myrnam

Council Chambers

Present:

Mayor Sosnowski
Cr. Yaremchuk

Cr. Dubelt

CAO Elsie Howanyk
Gary Barber from Wainwright Assessment

Complainant Barry Kitt and Gail Semeniuk 

Complainant Linda Hnatiuk and Richard Runnalls
The Assessment Review Board was called to order at 4:08 P.M. by Mayor Sosnowski.

Assessment Roll# 226.00; Lot A, Block 9, Plan 8174ET
Mayor Sosnowski introduced the Board and Complainants.  Mayor Sosnowski asked Barry Kitt and Gail Semeniuk whether they objected to any of the members sitting on the board.  No objections were made.

The Assessment Complaint Form, which was the only statement submitted by Barry Kitt, was read by CAO, Elsie Howanyk.  
Presentation by Barry Kitt:  The property is worth $0.00.  The building is not livable and only used for storage.
Presentation by Gary Barber:  Gary Barber went to assess the building on August 13, 2008.  The home is considered to be in poor condition, there is no plumbing or heating, it is only used for storage.  Gary Barber assesses all vacant properties on a uniform standard throughout the village.  Gary Barber has suggested reducing the assessed improvements 15% due to no heating and plumbing and change the condition from average to poor.  This would result a change from $5510.00 to $2930.00 equaling a total assessment of $3770.00.
Presentation by Barry Kitt:  Barry Kitt asked the ARB at what level the minimum tax starts.  Barry Kitt was informed that the minimum tax is applied to parcels with improvements assessed at $2000.00.  Barry Kitt then stated the property should be assessed at $1999.99.
No further presentations were requested by Gary Barber, Barry Kitt or Gail Semeniuk.
Assessment Roll# 128.00; Lot 17, Block 3, Plan 2859ET
Mayor Sosnowski introduced the Board and Complainants.  Mayor Sosnowski asked Linda Hnatiuk whether they objected to any of the members sitting on the board.  No objections were made.

Presentation by Linda Hnatiuk and Richard Runnalls:  Last years assessment was reduced to $14,850.  This year the assessment went up by 100% to $27,040.  
Presentation by Gary Barber:  Gary Barber stated he has compared sales incurred within the Village; market value increased overall.  Gary Barber presented his evidence of the most recent sales with the same classifications.  The sales range was taken from mid-2004 to mid-2006 as mandated by legislature from the Province of Alberta.  Last years assessments were taken from mid-2003 to mid-2007 sales; the assessments have increased between these years.  Gary Barber made it known to the Board that all assessments are audited by the Province of Alberta before the assessments are given to municipalities and the mass appraisal process is legislated.  Gary Barber also compared the assessed rates per square feet; this parcel is assessed at $33.14 per square foot whereas the median is $53.00 per square foot.  Last year’s reduction was due to a reclassification from average to poor; the classification continues through to this year.  Gary Barber states that this property owner has not been treated unfairly.
Presentation by Linda Hnatiuk and Richard Runnalls:  Richard Runnalls claims that Gary Barber is missing the point.  The foundation has a crack; the replacement of the wall far exceeds the amount the property would sell for.  A real estate market evaluation was done, a few people come to look at the house and he states no one would buy it for the assessed amount.  Market value has gone down everywhere except in the Village of Myrnam and perhaps the Province of Saskatchewan.  Richard Runnalls requested the Board not to listen to the assessor as his job is to increase assessment values to increase taxes.  Richard Runnalls stated the reduced assessed value that the Board agreed on in 2007 should not change; except the increased percentage, around 10% or whatever it was for everyone else.
No further presentations were requested by Gary Barber, Linda Hnatiuk or Richard Runnalls.

IN CAMERA:  

MOVED by Mayor Sosnowski to go IN CAMERA at 4:44 P.M.  CARRIED
MOVED by Mayor Sosnowski to go out of IN CAMERA at 4:54 P.M.  CARRIED
The Assessment Review Board made a unanimous decision to agree with Gary Barber on both assessment appeals.
MOVED by Cr. Yaremchuk to reduce the assessment on Tax Roll 226.00 as proposed by Wainwright Assessment Group.  CARRIED

MOVED by Cr. Dubelt not to reduce the assessment on Tax Roll 128.00.  CARRIED

Mayor Sosnowski adjourned the hearing at 4:56 P.M.

                                                                                      _______________________________

                                                            Mayor

______________________________

                                                            CAO
