Annual Meeting

June 4th, 2009
7:00 P.M.
Myrnam Senior Citizens Centre
Mayor Sosnowski called the Village of Myrnam annual meeting to order at 7:00 P.M and welcomed everyone present.

Dennis Maksymiuk  MOVED and Olga Metrunec SECONDED to nominate Mayor Sosnowski as chairman for the annual meeting.  ALL IN FAVOR
The minutes from the annual general meeting held on April 8, 2008 were read by CAO Elsie Howanyk.  Jim Heighes MOVED and Carlene Wheeler SECONDED to accept the minutes as presented.  ALL IN FAVOR
MAYOR SOSNOWSKI’S REPORT
GARBAGE –  Bins that were purchased are at the transfer site and being used as overfill, therefore we have not had to pay for pickup; garbage collection in the Village will remain as before.  Although Willingdon and Two Hills were upset with us for remaining the status quo, we are not paying approximately $1,000 per month for pickup fees.
LIFE LEASE – Life Lease project has fallen through.  Renovations to the Eagle View Lodge will be complete by the end of June.
FIREHALL – New fire hall completed last spring.

LAND – Proposed subdivision of homes from Cold Lake has fallen through due to cost being too high.  Village has purchased land on south side of old tracks for $1.00 and also purchased lots on north side of track previously owned by Alberta Infrastructure.  Also purchased old ball diamonds from Chamber of Commerce.
SERVICE STATION – Up and running.
DOVE PARK – There was one act of vandalism at the Dove Park in which only one urn was damaged.  Formed a new Society called Myrnam & District Dove Historical and Beautification.  Dove Society, Ag Society, Fire Department, Senior Centre are all working together for annual events  such as Fair and Fun Day.  The Senior Centre and Myrnam School are working together to put on a Soapbox Derby for June 27th, 2009.
ROAD CONSTRUCTION – No major road construction last year but 50th Avenue, west of Highway 881 and 51st Street project has been tendered; the contractor awarded, Carmacks will start and complete the project in August of 2009. The Lodge Road (49th Avenue from Highway 881 east) is tentatively scheduled for this summer/fall depending on federal/provincial funding; alternatively Myrnam may look at a debenture; County would be assisting with the base construction.  In addition to the road construction we will be extending main water line on 49th Avenue to 47th Street.
ACCOUNTING SYSTEM – Villages of Myrnam and Derwent are getting municipal accounting software which the Town of Two Hills and Willingdon have; working off Town of Two Hills server.

BASKETBALL COURT AND PLAYGROUND – New Myrnam School and the Village of Myrnam will be working together to find grants and funds to build a new Basketball Court and a new playground.
CR. DUBELT’S REPORT
REGIONAL WATER SYSTEM – The reason we are interested is for the future of our water as the wells may dry up.  The cost of the regional system is significant therefore the Village has started putting money into reserves.  The Regional Water System consists of 15 municipalities, most of which have a lot of problems with their own water systems.  The project is finally moving along as committee had lobbied the government and has received a 39 Million dollar grant for Phase 1 and 2 totaling 92 km of water line; Vermillion will be the initial hub of water source providing water to Kitscoty and Lavoy.  The total project is approximately 160 Million dollars and will be completed in about 10 to 12 years.  It is not sure where the state-of-the-art Water Treatment Plant will be as St. Paul County is now looking at joining the project.
NORTHERN LIGHTS LIBRARY SYSTEM – NLLS will be building a brand new building in Elk Point; will cost 1.7 Million Dollars; will be able to accommodate 56 municipalities on the system.  NLLS has an updated system where there is access to any book.
CR. YAREMCHUK’S REPORT
SIDEWALKS – Anticipating doing approximately $90,000 in asphalt sidewalks this year; with a paving machine that costs around $300 per day.  Council and Foreman will review and prioritize sidewalks should be replaced. Also would like to create a pathway from Main Street to the Lodge.
WATER/WASTEWATER – No problems with water and wastewater facilities or lines.  Replaced some distribution lines and installed a new pump in the Water Treatment Plant.  Replaced pump in Lift Station; want to repair old pump as a backup.  There was one water break this year.  Need to find a grant to repair the interior of the reservoir.  A few cc valves need to be changed.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
C.A.O. Elsie Howanyk presented the draft Financial Statements for 2008.
Over the course of the meeting the following questions and comments were brought up:  
A resident complained that taxes have increased and others have decreased.  Response:  Assessments have increased due to sales across the Province in the last 3 years. Tax Rate had decreased by 2.41 mills from 17.81 to 15.4.  If some assessments didn’t go as high as others then their taxes would be lower.  Assessments are completed by assessors which are governed by the Province.

A resident questioned the waterlines under the road that is to be paved.  Response:  Our water and sewer lines are in good condition.  Same resident was concerned whether the paving will change water flow at the corner of 50th Street and 50th Avenue.  Response: The engineer is well aware of the problem and has taken the water flow above the road into consideration.  50th Street and 51st Avenue construction will narrow the roads.
A resident wondered about the lines after the Regional Water System was in place.  Response: The Regional System will be brought to the reservoir; the distribution lines to the Village would remain the same.

A resident wanted to know who went around and decided which sidewalks were to be cleaned and billed.  Response:  Administrator instructed Public Works to go and clean snow from sidewalks; Public Works were to tell Administrator which ones were completed; Administrator then billed residents.  Resident then responded with why unsightly yards can’t be done the same way.  Response:  Administration staff and Public Works are doing the best they can and are busy with other things right now.  There is a new Nuisance Bylaw which will address unsightly properties; proper procedures will still need to be followed.

As there were no more concerns or questions raised, Mayor Edward Sosnowski thanked all for attending.

Dennis Maksymiuk MOVED to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 P.M.  ALL IN FAVOR.
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