VILLAGE OF MYRNAM

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

October 19th, 2009
The regular meeting of the council of the Village of Myrnam was held in Council Chambers on Monday, October 19th, 2009 commencing at 7:15 P.M.

IN ATTENDANCE
Mayor Ed Sosnowski


Councillor Raymond Yaremchuk

Councillor David E. Dubelt

Chief Administrative Officer Gary Dupuis
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Sosnowski at 7:15 P.M.
DELEGATION/

OPEN FORUM
Two Hills RCMP – Sergeant Malcolm McRae 
Sergeant McRae reviewed the Ball Tournament held in Myrnam in July of this year. It was noted that although the incidents of vandalism were down compared to past years, there still are a number of serious issues involving alcohol which need to be addressed in time for next years tournament. 

Mayor Sosnowski and council thanked Sergeant McRae for his interest in helping at this community event and suggested a meeting be arranged between tournament organizers and the RCMP to discuss how the tournament can continue to provide an opportunity for safe fun for all participants and spectators.
ACCEPTANCE

OF AGENDA     
The Agenda for the October 19th, 2009 Regular Council meeting was presented for review.

MOVED by Mayor Sosnowski, to accept the agenda as presented.

CARRIED

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minutes from September 14th, 2009, Regular Council Meeting was presented to each Councillor for review.
MOVED by Mayor Sosnowski to accept the minutes as presented.  

CARRIED
BUSINESS ARISING
FROM MINUTES 

a. 2009 – MSI Not-for-Profit Grants Disbursed

CAO Dupuis informed council that all 2009 Not-For Profit MSI grants were now distributed to the community organizations. These grants will help these organizations continue to provide the much needed and appreciated activities for community residents.
b. 2009 Grant Funding Update

CAO Dupuis informed council that all funds for 2009 grants have been received except  for 2009 MSI Capital Funding. Only $9669.00 of the $38,676 has been released by Alberta Municipal Affairs as the ministry reexamines the payment schedule for 2009 given the economic circumstances facing the province. At a meeting in October, Minister ray Danyluk re-stated the funds should be disbursed before year end and that 2010 MSI Funding is not expected to change.


c. Old Ball Diamonds


CAO Dupuis informed council that due to busy schedules removal of old fencing from the Ball Diamonds south of town has been delayed. It may be necessary for the Village to remove these directly at a later date if delays impact future use of the lands.
 
NEW BUSINESS / TABLED ITEMS
a. Authority to update Myrnam Land Use Bylaw
RFD 076-09
CAO Dupuis requested authority to begin the procedure of updating Myrnam’s Land Use Bylaw. The process will involve re-writing the Bylaw and a public meeting (s) prior to passage. Since 1983 when originally written, many changes in technology, land use and building design now requires the Village to readdress this piece of legislation.   

MOVED by Cr. Dubelt that CAO Dupuis begin the process of updating the Village of Myrnam’s Land Use Bylaw. 


CARRIED
b. Sale of John Deere Backhoe and Wabco Grader
RFD 077-09
The Village has been approached regarding the potential sale of the old 1993 John Deere backhoe Model 410D and the 1974 Wabco 555 grader. Both items were recently made available via public tender with no successful bids being accepted. The village can therefore dispose of the assets via council resolution. 

The grader has significant work required to return it to full functional operation and is not practical for regular use at this time. It has been sitting for a lengthy period. 2010 Insurance costs for these items will be $1655.00 if retained and the units will deteriorate from further non-use.  

MOVED by Cr. Yaremchuk that the Village resolve to dispose of the vehicles for the price of $10,000 on an As-Is Basis with the delivery of the units not to take place until payment is received in full. 

CARRIED 
c. Demolition Request – Rescinded and delayed.
RFD 078-09
A request was made to the Village by Mr. Shane Kossey, owner of two properties on main street that the demolition order for these properties, 5022 and 5019 49th St. be rescinded until a more in-depth analysis of the properties was undertaken. It was discovered that the property at 5019 49th Street is repairable and repairs and modifications are expected to begin in the spring of 2010 with the building set for resale by June 30th. The property at 5022 49th Street would involve repairs which are too costly for the owner to undertake. He will demolish this building by June 30th 2010.    

MOVED by Mayor Sosnowski that the current demolition order for these properties be rescinded in order for the proposal offered by Mr. Kossey for reconstruction and demolition be undertaken within the timelines specified.



CARRIED


d. Small Wind-Powered System
RFD 079-09
A citizen approached council with the request to install a small wind powered generating system on his property within the village. The system will be professionally installed and allow the resident to utilize power from the system and also resell unused electricity back to the electricity provider. Unlike large scale systems we may see on farms or on television, these small systems often have turbines with blades less than 1 metre long. 

CAO Dupuis noted that several municipalities have recently amended their Land-Use Bylaws to accommodate this green technology. A normal development permit process allowing for public input would naturally be required. The guidelines developed are clear and concise. As the Village rewrites our Land Use Bylaw (as noted above) provisions will be made to include some of the new technologies. 


MOVED by Mayor Sosnowski that this item be tabled until CAO Dupuis completes work on the new Land Use Bylaw. At that time council will review the application again in light of this new legislation.


CARRIED
e. Authorization for CAO to Attend Alberta Emergency Management Summit
RFD 080-09
CAO Dupuis requested the authority to attend the 2009 Alberta Emergency Management Stakeholder Summit in Calgary. 

MOVED By Cr Dubelt moved that CAO Dupuis attend the AEMA Stakeholder Summit.

CARRIED
FINANCIAL


REPORT
CAO Dupuis presented the financial report and cheque listing for council review and approval. 

MOVED by Mayor Sosnowski to accept the financial report for September 2009 as presented.  CARRIED  

CHEQUE LIST     
MOVED by Cr. Dubelt to accept the Cheque List for the previous month as presented.  
Note: Cr. Yaremchuk abstained from voting.  CARRIED
REPORTS
C.A.O. Report:  CAO Dupuis delivered his monthly report to council noting that the software conversion to the new TownSuite Accounting program was still underway. He also discussed progress of dismantling of the old ball diamond site and progress payment requests for the completed paving on 50th Avenue and 51st St. 

CAO Dupuis reported that he attended several Joint CAO and Joint Municipality meetings where a number of joint initiatives were discussed. He noted that there was a good sense of cooperation and desire to enhance services and opportunities for the residents of the villages and county. 

Letters will be delivered in the next couple of weeks to those individuals who have outstanding balances with the village. The current economy has made it more difficult for some residents to pay in their normal timely manner and it is hoped that this friendly reminder will prompt payment of the overdue amounts. 

Foreman Carey Yaremchuk Report:  WTP and Lift Station in good running order.  Water samples are taken weekly.  Work was ongoing on the entrances and curbs along 50th Avenue and 51st street following the 2009 paving project. 

Cr. Yaremchuk Report: The transfer sites were operating well. He also reported that he attended an October 6th Joint Municipalities meeting in Myrnam. A number of issues were discussed including the potential purchase of a 3000 gallon water tanker for the county fire service. Sgt. McRae of the RCMP reported that overall crime was down across the county but some problems do indeed exist in some municipalities. Lengthy discussion about how to deal with municipal vandalism was undertaken.  
Cr. Dubelt Report: Attended the FCSS meeting in Two Hills where it was reported that the youth centre was working well. He noted that it would be nice if a similar facility existed in Myrnam. 

He also reported that he along with CAO Dupuis attended a VRRWS water meeting in Vermillion where some contention arose regarding future direction and timing for the water pipeline to service Hwy 45 communities. A working technical group was to be established to reexamine these issues and report back to the committee by their next meeting.

Mayor Sosnowski Report: The Mayor attended Municipal Affairs Minister Ray Danyluk’s  Fall Road Show in Vegreville where the future direction of various grant initiatives was discussed. He informed the Minister during a Q&A time that the funding formula for small municipalities needs to be readdressed to ensure these small centres receive proper consideration in future grant initiatives.   
CORRESPONDENCE
MOVED by Mayor Sosnowksi to accept and file the correspondence.  

CARRIED
NEXT MEETING
Next Council Meeting will be held on October 19th @ 7:00 p.m. in the council chambers.

IN CAMERA
MOVED by Mayor Sosnowski to go IN CAMERA at 9:12 P.M. 

CARRIED


MOVED by Mayor Sosnowski to go out of IN CAMERA at 9:22 P.M. 

CARRIED
ADJOURNMENT
MOVED by Cr. Yaremchuk to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 P.M.  









CARRIED
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